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GENERAL MOTTOES 



‘Will ye speak unrighteously for God, and talk deceitfully for 
Him f f — Job xiii. 7. 

‘Not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceit- 
fully ; but by the manifestation of the truth commending ourselves 
to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.’— 2 Cor. iv. 2. 

‘Melius est ut scandal um oriatur quam ut veritas supprimatur.’ 

S. Greg. HomU. 7 in Seek, 

‘O superbi Cristian, miseri, lassi, 

Che, della vista della mente infermi, 

Fidanza avete ne’ ritrosi passi, 

Non V accorgete voi, che noi siam vermi 
Nati a formar 1’ angelica farfalla, 

Che vola alia giustizia senza schermif 
Di che V animo vostro in alto gallaf 
Voi siete quasi entomata in difetto, 

Si come verme, in cui formazion falla.’ 

Dante, Purgat. x. 121-129. 

‘Idola fori omnium molestissima sunt; qu® ex foedere verborum 
et nominum se insinuarunt in intellectum. 

‘Idola theatri innata non sunt sed ex fabulis theoriarum et per- 
versis legibus demonstrationum plane indita et recepta.’ 

Bacon, Nov, Org. i. lix. lx. 

‘Being persuaded of nothing more than this, that, whether it be in 
matter of speculation or of practising, no untruth can possibly avail 
the patron and defender long, and that things most truly are likewise 
most behovefully spoken.’— Hooker. 

v 
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GENERAL MOTTOES 



' His words I did use to gather for my food and for antidotes against 
my faintings/— Bunyan. 

* The older error is, it is the worse, 

Continuation may provoke a curse : 

If the Dark Age obscured our fathers’ sight, 

Must their sons shut their eyes against the Light? ’ 

Bishop Ken, Edmund . 



Mey dXrf ij dXfjdeia sol vTrepioxvei.—l Esdras iv. 41. 

1 Omni studio legend© nobis Scriptures sunt . . . ut proha ti tra- 
perit© sciamus quis nummus probus sit, quis adulter/ 

Jkb. Comm . in Ephes. L iii. 5 (Vail. vii. 637). 

'If Truth do anywhere manifest itself, seek not to smother it with 
glosing delusions, acknowledge the greatness thereof, and think it 
your best victory when the same doth prevail over you.’ 

Hooker, Eccl. Pol. Pref. ix. 2. 

'If it is certain that the writings of the Old Testament offer to us 
many grave difficulties which we are, at present, unable to overcome ; 
it is no less certain that they offer a revelation of a purpose and a 
presence of God which bears in itself the stamp of truth. The diffi- 
culties lie in points of criticism ; the revelation is given in the facts 
of a people’s life.’ 

Bishop Westcott, The Revelation of ike Father , p. 159. 
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THE BIBLE 

ITS MEANING AND SUPREMACY 



INTRODUCTION 

'Ea quaB aperta continet, quasi amicus familiaris, sine fuco ad cor 
loquitur indoc torum atque doctorum.’— Aug. Ep. iii. ad Volus . 

* Some too have not integrity and regard enough to truth, to attend 
to evidence which keeps the mind in doubt, perhaps perplexity, and 
which is much of a different sort from what they expected.’— Bishop 
Butler, Analogy , II. vii. 

* We are bound never to countenance any erroneous opinion, how- 
ever seemingly beneficial in its results.’— Archbishop Whately on 
Bacon* 8 Essays, p. 11. 

A clergyman who is constantly required to address num- 
bers of his countrymen is bound, as far as he can, to ascer- 
tain their actual thoughts, and to offer them something 
less stereotyped and more real than the current conven- 
tionalities. He must not live in a fool’s paradise. If he 
wishes to help serious men to meet their religious difficul- 
ties, he cannot succeed either by the ostrich policy of 
ignoring those difficulties, or by sliding over them with 
1 airy and fastidious levity,’ or by trying to overwhelm 
them with vituperative phrases. He can adopt no policy 
more fatal than, the assumption of a disdainful infallibility 
which denounces as * wicked,’ 1 blasphemous,’ or 1 danger- 
ous ’ every conviction which diverges from his own form 
1 1 
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THE BIBLE 



of orthodoxy ; nor must he assume that everything which 
he chooses, however ignorantly, to assert with sufficient 
dogmatism ought to be accepted with humble acquiescence. 
This was not the policy of the early Christian apologists. 
They acted like men, and spoke to men. They looked 
their opponents full in the face. They relied upon solid 
arguments, not on authoritative anathemas. Instead of 
meeting the taunts of pagan critics, and the arguments of 
pagan philosophers, by a conspiracy of silence or threats 
of eternal damnation, they confronted and grappled with 
them. Christianity was represented to the heathen in 
many false lights by Greek scoffers, by Eastern heretics, 
by Roman satirists. It was the task of such men as Justin 
Martyr, Clement of Alexandria, and Origen to prove to the 
world that, in its true aspect, their holy faith was not open 
to the objections accumulated against it They relied upon 
calm reasoning for the diffusion of truth ; not upon rude 
denunciations, nor upon the torture and persecution to 
which in later ages Rome so universally resorted. They 
repudiated all violence as hateful to God. The earnest 
reasoner can never injure the cause of religion; the in- 
quisitor and the ruthless dogmatist have been its ruin and 
its curse. 

In recent years much has been written under the as- 
sumption that Christianity no longer deserves the dignity 
of a refutation ; or that, at any rate, the bases on which 
it rests have been seriously undermined. The writings of 
freethinkers are widely disseminated among the working 
classes. The Church of Christ has lost its hold on multi- 
tudes of men in our great cities. Those of the clergy who 
are working in the crowded centres of English life can 
hardly be unaware of the extent to which scepticism exists 
among our artisans. Many of them have been persuaded 
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to believe that the Church is a hostile and organised hy- 
pocrisy. There are some, in all classes, who take refuge 
from doubt in the abnegation of inquiry and the blind 
acceptance of an unintelligent traditionalism. To quote 
the phrase of Cardinal Newman, they treat their reason 
as though it were a dangerous wild beast to be beaten 
back with a bar of iron. There are others to whom such 
a resource would be impossible and dishonest. No reli- 
gious system will be permanent which relies mainly on the 
emotional and the ceremonial and is not based on the con- 
victions of the intellect. The human reason is no seducing 
enemy, but a heaven-sent guide. ‘ The spirit of man is the 
lamp of the Lord / 1 Reason, as Bishop Butler so truly 
said, is the only faculty wherewith we can judge of any- 
thing, even of revelation itself . 2 Locke wisely warns us 
that to attempt any subordination or sacrifice of reason 
to revelation is to put out the light of both : for revelation 
can only come to us through the reason, and one voice 
from heaven cannot utter oracles which are in direct con- 
tradiction to another. A wise English divine, Benjamin 
Whichcote, in his ‘ Aphorisms/ says: ‘ The sense of the 
Church is not a rule but a thing ruled. The Church is 
bound unto reason and Scripture and governed by them 
as much as any individual person .’ 3 ‘God alone is the 
Lord of the conscience,’ says the ‘ Westminster Confession 
(ch. xx.), ‘and hath left it free from the doctrines and 
commandments of men which are in anything contrary to 
this word, or beside it in matters of faith and worship ; so 
that to believe such doctrines, or to obey such command- 
ments out of conscience is to betray the true liberty of 
conscience ; and the requiring of an implicit faith, and an 

1 Ptoy. xx. 27; comp. Bom. i. 19-21, 32; ii. 14, 15. 

1 Analogy , II. iii. $ 3. 8 Aphorism 921. 
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absolute blind obedience, is to destroy liberty of conscience 
and reason also.’ 

He therefore who helps to disencumber Christianity 
from dubious or false accretions is rendering to it a service 
which may be more urgently necessary than if he com- 
posed a book of evidences. I have frequently observed 
that the objections urged against Christianity are aimed 
at dogmas which are no part of the Christian faith, or are 
in no wise essential to its integrity. It is my humble hope 
that I shall be strengthening the cause of the Church, if 
I can succeed in showing that pure religion and undefiled 
before God even our Father is entirely separable from 
tenets by which many have supposed it to be hopelessly 
overweighted. The most effectual defender is often the 
man who succeeds in putting truths in their right perspec- 
tive, and saves them from being confounded with illusory 
semblances and untenable traditions. But I would draw 
attention to the fact that this book is mainly positive, not 
negative. The larger part of it is occupied with proofs 
drawn from literature, history, and experience of what the 
Bible is — its eternal validity, its unquestionable supremacy, 
its inestimable preciousness. These indications of its 
grandeur and authority are not casuistical, nor do they 
consist of bald assertions. They furnish a demonstration 
of the unparalleled blessings which the possession of the 
Bible has in past ages conferred upon the human race. 
They show, from testimony which none can dispute, that 
its free study has uplifted nation after nation into gran- 
deur ; that it has saved some of the sweetest and loftiest of 
human souls from despair and death ; that its inspiration 
has kindled the purest fires of genius, and nerved the sons 
of men to acts of the most heroic valour and the most 
blessed self-sacrifice. If in any part of the book I seem 
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to take away a false exaltation of the prerogative of the 
Bible, it is only that I may more firmly re-establish its 
genuine supereminence. Nor must it be supposed that the 
statement of our beliefs can only be of use to the unlearned. 
Conversations with men of science and writers of the high- 
est fame have long proved to me how many of the objec- 
tions entertained against the Catholic faith are based on 
travesties of its real tenets. There are many scientific and 
literary men to whom current misconceptions create a far 
more insuperable obstacle to the acceptance of the faith 
than the true doctrines with which those misconceptions 
are confused. What fortifies such men in an attitude of 
antagonism is often an identification of Christianity with 
opinions wherewith it has no real connection. One of 
those opinions is that which maintains the supposed in- 
errancy and supernatural infallibility of every book, sen- 
tence, and word of the Holy Bible. Such a belief, if it 
were really defide, would constitute a difficulty as colossal 
as it is needless to tens of thousands of earnest men. Let 
it at least be known what we do and what we do not hold ; 
what we are and what we are not prepared to maintain and 
to defend. *Ev dk <pdst koX 5X eaaov (‘Slay us, so it be but 
in the light 0, prayed the old Homeric hero. It is only 
imposture which shrinks from light. 

I have already been permitted to attempt a similar ser- 
vice to the cause of faith, and, by God’s blessing, not with- 
out a large success, attested by a widespread modification 
of opinions once all but universal. What a poet has called 
‘ obscene threats of a bodily hell,’ when stated, as they used 
to be in common manuals and by men like Jonathan Ed- 
wards, in their crudest and coarsest form, were sufficient 
to crush many tender souls under a burden of intolerable 
agony, and to drive many into fierce revolt against a sys- 
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tem which represented our Father in Heaven as a relent- 
less Avenger. 

‘Such a belief/ said Archer Butler, ‘if realised, would 
scorch and wither up the powers of man/ ‘Compared 
with this doctrine/ said John Stuart Mill, ‘every other 
objection to Christianity sinks into insignificance.’ In 
spite of the anathemas which burst upon me after the pub- 
lication of my sermons on ‘Eternal Hope/ I have been 
amply rewarded by the gratitude which for years has been 
expressed by men of all ranks, of all ages, and of every 
country where the English language is spoken; by the 
testimony of men of science from whose faith a main 
stumbling-block has been removed; by the assurances 
both of men who had previously been alienated but have 
now been led back to holy lives, and of many of the be- 
reaved whose innocent faithfulness had been insufficient 
to remove the agonising doubts forced upon them by the 
traditions of men. The whole literature of disproof and 
denunciation poured forth against me has sunk into 
oblivion ; and Dr. Pusey, in a book which professed to be 
an answer to my own, conceded absolutely the only three 
points of controversy upon which I had insisted as vital 
He frankly admitted that it is not ‘ of faith ’ to hold either 
that hell is a place of material torments ; or that endless 
agony will be the doom of the vast majority of mankind ; 
or that every form of future retribution is necessarily end- 
less. Another eminent divine, the greatest, in my opinion, 
of all the theologians of this generation, thinking that I 
should quail under the fury of ‘ religious ’ animosity, spon- 
taneously came to tell me that he had himself been teaching 
for more than twenty years exactly the same conclusions. 
Both these high authorities admitted that ‘views’ which 
were then almost universally taught, or at any rate had 
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rarely, if ever, been publicly repudiated, since my friend 
and teacher Professor Maurice had been deprived of his 
fellowship at King’s College for impugning them— were 
not Catholic doctrines at all, but human opinions largely 
founded, in times of ignorance, on mistaken inferences 
from the misinterpretation of Eastern metaphors. W idely 
current as such dogmas had become, there is scarcely any 
age of Christianity in which they have not been more or 
less distinctly repudiated by some saints, fathers, and 
teachers of the Church. Calvinists may, if they will, still 
assert that God, by a decree which their leader himself 
characterised as ( horrible,’ condemns the vast mass of 
mankind to 1 writhe for ever in sulphurous flames ; ’ and 
may doom even unbaptised infants ‘ a span long ’ to crawl 
on the floor of helL Such opinions concern themselves 
only. They may assert them at their pleasure and at their 
peril, but every Christian is at perfect liberty to regard 
them as 1 idols of the theatre,’ created by the pride of sys- 
tem, the ignorance of exegesis, the obstinacy of opinion, 
and the terrors of guilt. No Christian is called upon to 
defend them when he hears them branded as cruel or un- 
just by the natural horror and indignation of mankind. 

But it seems to me that another service is now no less 
imperatively required. 

No one can take up a book or newspaper which contains 
the arguments of sceptics, without seeing that nine-tenths 
of their case is made up of attacks upon the Bible. They 
seem to think that if they hold up to ridicule this or that 
narrative, almost invariably of the Old Testament, they 
have demonstrated the futility of the Christian religion. 
I would fain take this quiver out of their hands, and show 
how its broken arrows, so far from piercing the shield of 
Christianity, do but tinkle harmlessly upon its rim. As 
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regards the true faith such assaults are irrelevant. They 
are aimed at theories which are not required in the Church 
of England, and have never been held by some of the 
greatest Christian teachers. What such assailants demo- 
lish so entirely to their own satisfaction is not Christianity, 
but a mummy elaborately painted in its semblance, or a 
scarecrow which they, or others, have set up in its guise. 

I should rejoice with all my heart if the views of Scrip- 
ture set forth in the following pages proved to intelligent 
readers that such attacks need in no way trouble the faith 
of a Christian. I have been sometimes asked to speak 
about the Bible to mass-meetings of working men in 
London, Birmingham, and other cities, and after the ad- 
dress the subject has been thrown open to free discussion. 
I have always said that I would give a frank answer to 
every objection which might be raised, if I had an answer 
to give ; and that if I were unable to meet the objection I 
should say so like an honest man. The attacks made were 
a singular revelation of modes of thought with which the 
clergy rarely come in contact. To many of my hearers 
there seemed to be no medium between the doctrine of 
1 verbal dictation , on the one hand, and the opinion that 
the Bible contains a mass of immorality and imposture on 
the other. Only one or two of the speakers have ever 
adopted an absolutely hostile tone, but there was scarcely 
one argument which did not cease to be valid when it was 
shown that no doctrine about Biblical inerrancy has ever 
formed any necessary part of the faith of Christendom. 

When men who have drifted from Christianity do not 
accord their full confidence to a speaker they are apt to 
fancy that he is playing fast and loose with them ; that he 
is denying or accepting just what may happen to suit the 
exigencies of the immediate controversy. They say, 1 If 
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you do not hold these views, every other clergyman does/ 
In this they are mistaken ; but their mistake is excusable 
because there has often been so little courage among the 
clergy to speak out boldly what multitudes of them really 
think. When my sermons on 1 Eternal Hope' were 
preached, a leading London clergyman said to me, 1 You 
have only spoken out what many of us have long really 
held/ I have learnt by experience that it costs something 
to speak out, but the man who maintains an interested or 
pusillanimous reticence is not a faithful servant. If he is 
influenced, either by the fear of injuring his own interests, 
or by shrinking from the odious attacks of party hatred— 
if he stoops to use language in one sense which he knows 
will be understood in another— he is untrue to the exam- 
ple of Christ and His Apostles. He is trying to serve God 
and mammon. He is treating the verities of religion as 
though they were only meant to be vested in effeminate 
euphuisms. Some may be influenced by another motive. 
They are unwilling, they say, ‘ to disturb the faith 9 of any. 
As if to remove error were to disturb faith ! As if a faith 
built on error ought to be left for ever undisturbed ! As if 
the twilight of ignorance were better than the revealing 
day ! St. Gregory the Great truly said that , 1 If a scandal 
be caused by the utterance of truth, better the creation of 
the scandal than the suppression of the truth/ God is a 
God of truth. He who thinks to serve God by the offer- 
ing of falsehoods, or of half-truths, is as if he offered 
swine’s flesh upon the altar. The City of God will have 
no stability if instead of being founded on jasper and 
adamant it is simply piled upon loosely shifting sands. 
Christians must make their choice between freely admit- 
ting that there is a human, and therefore a fallible, element 
in some of the sixty-six books which we call the Bible ; or 
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the adoption of 1 reconciliations’ which may be ‘accepted 
with ignominious rapture/ but which are so transparently 
casuistical as to shock the faith of men who are unpreju- 
diced. 1 1 know no more encouraging proof/ said Maurice, 
‘that the God of truth is still among us, much as we are 
offending Him with our lives, than that the faith of scien- 
tific men in the Bible has not wholly perished, when they 
see how small ours is, and by what tricks we are sustaining 
it.’ 1 ‘ Those who hold the traditional view have not been 
free from fault/ says Canon Girdlestone. ‘ We have been 
afraid of allowing textual corruption, late editorial work, 
the use of ordinary materials, and human ways of putting 
things. We have confused inspiration with omniscience, 
and have forgotten that the treasure of sacred truths is 
committed to earthen vessels. We have minimised incon- 
sistencies and refused to face difficulties. We have im- 
ported modem science into ancient books, and have sought 
to shut up those questions about age and authorship which 
God in His providence has left open.’ 2 But those who are 
misled into the supposition that they must believe every 
word of the Bible to be supematurally sacred and divinely 
infallible, may be helped by two considerations which will 
serve to show that even if many still hold such a view it 
is not binding upon any Christian. 

1. For the Catholic faith means the faith of the Catho- 
lic, the Universal Church, as expressed in the creeds of the 
Church. 

Opinions may be held by all the members of any one 
branch of the Christian Church ; but if they are rejected 
by other acknowledged branches of the Church they are 
not an essential part of Christian faith. 

1 Maurice, The Bible and Science , p. 37. 

* Girdlestone, Foundation of the Bible , p. 196. 
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For instance, the Roman Church believes in the efficacy 
of prayers to the Virgin and the Saints ; the Christians of 
the first three centuries held no such belief ; the creeds do 
not require it ; the Reformed Churches regard it as entirely 
baseless. Therefore it is no part of the Catholic faith. 
To attack or to disprove it is not to attack a truth of 
Christianity, but only to disprove an opinion held among 
some Christians. 

2. Again, an opinion may be current among Christians 
for hundreds of years ; it may be held by the vast majority 
of teachers and believers in any particular age; it may 
have been held by their predecessors for many ages ; yet 
if it has been repudiated by recognised branches of the 
Church, and has never found a place in the Catholic for- 
mularies, it remains an opinion ; it is not an essential part 
of the Christian faith. 

i. For instance : all Christians alike believe in the Atone- 
ment, and the forgiveness of sins. Particular theories of 
the Atonement, and of the manner in which sins are for- 
given, have been prevalent in every age, and have some- 
times united the suffrages of most Christians. Yet if they 
have never been formally sanctioned they are opinions 
only, not matters of faith. Thus, in early days, some lead- 
ing Fathers and teachers seized upon the metaphor of 
ransom , used in Scripture to express the results of forgive- 
ness to guilty man. Needlessly pressing the metaphor 
into spheres to which it was not intended to apply, and 
which transcend the ken of man’s reason, they asked to 
whom was the ransom paid ? They decided, most errone- 
ously and unwarrantably, that it was paid to the devil. 1 
That opinion prevailed in the Church all but universally 
for a thousand years, from the days of St. Irenaeus to the 
1 Irenteus based his error on Heb. ii. 14. 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




12 



THE BIBLE 



days of St. Anselm. St. Anselm, in his book ‘ Cur Deus 
Homo?’ decisively rejected it, 1 and though it had been 
held so long and so all but universally, yet, being an 
opinion only and not a doctrine of the faith, it rapidly 
crumbled into dust ; it now finds not one defender ; and the 
faith of Christians was left exactly where it was. 

ii. I may add an instance still more crucial. The sole 
important difference between the Western (or Latin) and 
the Eastern (or Greek) Church as regards the creeds is in 
the single word ‘ Filioque ‘ proceeding from the Father 
and the Son.’ This last expression, ‘ Filioque / was added 
to the Nicene Creed at the Provincial Council of Toledo, 
in Spain, a.d. 589, and afterwards at a Council of Charle- 
magne’s Bishops at Frankfort in 794. Charlemagne wished 
the Pope Leo III. to insert the word ‘ Filioque / and the Pope 
refused. The word, however — apparently without any 
formal authorisation— crept into the Nicene Creed, in spite 
of the vehement protests of the Eastern Church. That 
Church insisted that when the Council of Constantinople 
(a.d. 381) had added to the Nicene Creed ‘proceeding from 
the Father/ and that addition had been accepted by the 
Council of Ephesus (a.d. 431), a decree was passed, under 
an anathema, that no one should ever make any further 
addition to the Creed. It has been supposed by some that 
the whole dispute depends on the difference of meaning 
between the Greek word for ‘proceeding' (Unopevopevov) 
and the Latin word {procedens ). The Greek Church does 
not deny that in the sense of the Latin word the Spirit pro- 
ceeds from the Son, but it does not admit the addition to 

1 St. Anselm rightly argued that the devil could have no rights 
over man, and 1 quamvis homo juste a diabolo torqueretur, ipse tamen 
ilium injuste torquebat.' Cur Deus Homo t i. 7 ; Oxenham, On the 
Atonement, p. 114. 
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the Creed. 1 Yet/ says Bishop Pearson , 1 they acknowledged 
under another Scriptural expression the same thing which 
the Latins understand by procession, though they stuck 
more closely to the phrase and language of the Scripture ; 
and therefore when they said “He proceedeth from the 
Father ” they also added “ He received of the Son.” 1 After- 
wards, however, divers of the Greeks expressly denied the 
procession from the Son.' 2 

iii. Once more. The notion that intolerance is a duty, 
and that it is not only right but imperative to persecute, 
torture, and burn those whom the dominant Church of the 
day may regard as heretics, prevailed for centuries. It 
was acted upon in age after age to the suppression of God’s 
truth and the unspeakable danger of the faith in the name 
of which such horrors and crimes have been perpetrated. 
This belief is still avowed by the Romish Church ; yet it 
involves nothing less than a crime against the Spirit and 
the Gospel of Christ. It was abhorrent to primitive Chris- 
tianity, and in spite of its thousand years of dominance it 
is rightly repudiated by all the Reformed Churches of the 
present day. 

Opinions therefore may be held by Christians, even by 
the majority of Christians, and by all or nearly all of their 
accredited teachers in any particular age, and for succes- 
sive ages, and yet may be disputable opinions ; may even 
be opinions which, when rightly apprehended in the broad- 
ening and revealing light, are seen to be erroneous and 
even hateful But such opinions form no part of Chris- 
tianity. The defence of Christianity is unconcerned with 

1 tov T iov Tuapp&vov, Epiphan. Hcer. box. 

* Pearson, On the Creed , Art. viii. ; Waterland, Hist, of Athan. 
Creed, Works, iv. 133 ; Bishop Harold Browne, Thirty-nine Articles , 
114-117. 
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them. We may repudiate them, while yet we hold fast to 
the great primitive creeds of Christendom, and believe 
with all our hearts that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, 
the Saviour of the World, and that the Gospel is a direct 
revelation from the God of all consolation to the suffering 
and sinful family of man. 

It should then be clear that Christianity, as set forth in 
her universal creeds, may be one thing ; and Christianity, 
as identified with the opinion of even the majority of 
Christians about a multitude of subjects at any given time, 
may be quite another. 

God’s education of us never ceases. The fundamental 
truths of Christianity are unaltered and unalterable ; but 
the points of view from which they are regarded, and the 
thousands of minor propositions which have often been 
attached to them, are altering, and have altered from age 
to age. They need to be constantly re-examined and re- 
vised. For we believe that Christ is with us, not absent 
from us. He is living, not dead. The inspiration of His 
Spirit is a continuous influence, an ever-brightening sun- 
beam, not an exhausted spasm of energy, or a flash of 
vanished light. It is a beam in the darkness which must 
broaden and brighten more and more into the bound- 
less day. 

One of the most urgent duties of good men in the pre- 
sent day is the simplification of religion into its primitive 
and essential elements ; its purification from centuries of 
alien influx ; its disseverance from elements which owed 
their origin, not to the teaching of its Divine Founder, but 
to Pagan or Jewish survivals, to Eastern mysticism, and 
to Manichean error. It has suffered unspeakably from the 
ambitions, inventions, and usurpations of men ; and most 
of all from the confusions, corruptions, and ignorance 
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which during the Dark Ages, and under the sway of the 
medieval Papacy, invaded the God-given liberty of Chris- 
tians ; quenched, or tried to quench, the light which came 
from heaven ; subjected free human souls to the cruel, de- 
graded, and effeminating bondage of ignorant teachers j 
and utterly marred the truth and beautiful simplicity of 
the primeval Gospel. 

An unprogressive Christianity will be of necessity a 
stagnant and corrupt Christianity. 1 He hath promised, 
saying, Yet once more will I make to tremble not the earth 
only, but also the heaven. And this word, Yet once more , 
signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as 
of things that have been made, that those things which 
are not shaken may remain/ Opinions about Christianity, 
and systems and churches which have built upon such 
opinions their superstructures of wood, hay, and stubble, 
may again and yet again be shaken to the dust ; but true 
Christianity cannot be shaken, for it is an eternal thing. 

Let Christians then beware of the inveterate obstinacy, 
the passionate prejudices, and, above all, the furious and 
blood-stained idolatry of false traditions, which render 
impossible the acceptance of new truths. Those new 
truths, which cause the general opinions of Christians on 
many subjects to differ widely from age to age, are noth- 
ing less than a continuous revelation. Truth is not a 
stagnant pool, but an ever-streaming fountain ; the river 
is eternal, but its waves are perpetually changing, and 
being constantly purified and renewed. ‘ Even within the 
Church/ says one of our most eminent writers , 1 the fulness 
of truth was only slowly recognised ; and the earliest heresy 
was simply the perverse and obstinate retention of that 
which had once been the common belief, after that a wider 
view had been sanctioned by a Divine authority/ 
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In the following pages I wish to show that the true at- 
titude of Christians towards the Bible is not that which, 
by many antagonists of the Christian faith, it is assumed 
to be. It is no part of the Christian faith to maintain that 
every word of the Bible was dictated supernaturally, or is 
equally valuable, or free from all error, or on the loftiest 
levels of morality as finally revealed. There are myriads 
of faithful Christians who would at once declare their in- 
ability to accept any such doctrine. To them Christianity 
is entirely unburdened by the numberless difficulties of all 
kinds— -psychological, chronological, historical, scientific, 
religious, and moral— which would be necessarily involved 
in the defence of such an hypothesis. I shall make the 
defence of Christianity infinitely more simple and more 
secure if I show that such views form no part of the faith. 
I do not deny that such a doctrine of inspiration has often 
been popularly expressed in the loose, inaccurate rhetoric 
of Fathers and teachers ; and often by men who show, in 
more serious passages, that it does not represent their true 
and accurate conviction. But no such view has ever 
formed any part of the Catholic creeds of Christendom. 

In order, then, to support the faith of all who are now 
shaken by assaults on the Bible, I wish to illustrate what 
the Bible is, what the Bible is not. That my statements 
will be attacked can make no difference in my duty ; that 
many readers, and especially those who have been left by 
their teachers in an ignorance which takes itself for know- 
ledge, will at first disagree with much that I say, is certain. 
I hold it to be no less certain that the opinions here main- 
tained will become those of the whole Christian world ; and 
I hold this because they are in accordance with a general 
drift of evidence which is daily acquiring more and more 
the volume and majesty of an ocean tide. 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




ADVANCING KNOWLEDGE 



17 



For while the tired waves, vainly breaking, 

Seem here no painful inch to gain, 

Far back, through creeks and inlets making, 

Comes silent, flooding in, the main : 

And not by eastern windows only, 

When daylight comes, comes in the light ; 

In front the sun climbs slow, how slowly,— 

But westward, look, the land is bright ! 1 

I need only add two remarks. 

First, I do not deviate in the smallest particular from 
the definite teaching of the Church of England , 2 or of 
the Catholic Church in general, on the subject here 
handled. I repudiate no single proposition respecting 
Scripture on which real Christian doctrine ever insisted. 

1 A. H. Clough. 

1 Our Christian liberty on this question was legally vindicated by 
Dr. Lushington and Lord Westbury in the 'Essays and Reviews 
Case/ 1862-63. 1 In the first hearing of the case, before the Court 

of Arches, Dr. Lushington said: "Provided that the Articles and 
Formularies are not contravened, the law lays down no limits of 
construction, no rule of interpretation, of the Scriptures .” 9 

At the final trial, on appeal before the Privy Council, Lord West- 
bury pronounced the freedom of the English people and clergy yet 
more emphatically. He said : ' We are confined ... to the question 
whether in them [the Articles] the Church has affirmed that any part 
of the Book of Scripture was written under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, and is the Word of God. 

'Certainly this doctrine is not involved in the statements of the 
6th Article, that Holy Scripture contains all things necessary to 
salvation. But inasmuch as it does so from the revelations of the 
Holy Spirit, the Bible may be denominated "holy” and be said to 
be "the Word of God,” "God's Word written,” or "Holy Writ;” 
terms which cannot be affirmed to be distinctly predicated of every 
statement and representation contained in every part of the Old and 
New Testaments. 

'The framers of the Articles have not used the word "inspiration ” 
as applied to the Holy Scriptures, nor have they laid down anything 
2 
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I shall not state one single view which is untenable by 
Christian men in any great division either of the Eastern 
or the Western Church. For every assertion which I make 
I can produce the authority of divines of unimpeachable 
soundness, whose right to be regarded as orthodox has 
never been challenged, and some of whom are among the 
acknowledged Fathers and canonised Saints of the Church 
of God. 

Secondly , I may be liable to the careless and ignorant 
taunt that I have been 1 attacking the Bible/ The guilt 
of such a falsehood must rest on those who make it. St 
Paul, in answer to the charge that he had been nullifying 
the Law of Moses, replied, 1 Do we then make void the Law 
through faith ? Nay, we establish the Law/ The spirit 
of that reply is applicable to all that I shall here say of the 

as to the nature, extent, or limits of that operation of the Holy 
Spirit/ 

In a letter to the Times quoting these judgments, Mr. Fitzroy adds : 
* It may be worth stating, in illustration of this, that at the West- 
minster Assembly of 1643 it actually was proposed to make such use 
of the word “ inspiration ” and to lay down something “as to the 
nature, extent, or limits of the operation of the Holy Spirit/ , It was 
there suggested to add the enumeration of the books of the New 
Testament to those of the Old, and to conclude with these words : 
“All which books, as they are commonly received, we do receive, 
and acknowledge them to be by the inspiration of God, and in that 
regard to be of most certain credit and highest authority.” The 
rejection of this amendment shows that even at that date Eng- 
lish Churchmen did not feel justified in closing their own or their 
children's ears to the voice of God in nature and in human rea- 
son/ 

I may also refer to Sir J. F. Stephen's speech in the Court of 
Arches, in which there is a catena of evidence on this subject ; to 
Palej/s Evidences, vol. iii. ch. iii. ; Alford, Greek New Testament, i. 
19 ; Maurice, The Bible and Science, p. 172 ; and to multitudes of high 
authorities which will be quoted in the following pages. 
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Bible . 1 I have attacked nothing which is tenable, least of 
all the Bible, which year by year grows to me more in- 
estimably precious, and which on the contrary I best de- 
fend by saving it from the wounds wherewith it has been 
wounded in the house of its friends. The Bible furnished 
the main training of my youth ; it is the chief blessing and 
most indefeasible consolation of my advancing age. I have 
devoted to its elucidation the labour of the best years of 
my life. At my ordination I vowed that I would be * dili- 
gent in reading of the Holy Scripture, and of such studies 
as help to the knowledge of the same / and that vow to 
the best of my ability I have endeavoured to fulfil. But 
there is a style of defence which is more perilous and less 
faithful than the worst attack. It was the object of Rabbis 
and Pharisees to maintain, to expand, to deify the Mosaic 
Law ; 1 to construct/ as they phrased it, ‘ a hedge about 
the Law .’ 2 They treated our Lord as One who 1 attacked ; 
their law . 3 How did He Himself view what they regarded 

1 ‘Critical investigations concern really not the fact of revelation, 
but its mode, or form, or course ; upon faith and practice they have 
no bearing whatever.'— Prof. Driver, ConU Rev . Feb. 1896. 

2 Pirke Aboth, I. i., ‘Make a fence for the Law;' iii. 20, Aqiba 
said : ‘ Tradition is a fence to the Torah ; ' ‘ Make a mishmereth to my 
mishmereth,’ Lev. xviii. 30 ; see Taylor, Sayings of the Jewish Fathers , 
pp. 25, 68. 

8 The Rabbis said that the Law had existed 974 generations before 
the world was created, Shabbaih , f. 88. 2; Aboth (V Rabbi Nathan , 31. 
‘ On account of the Law the whole of the world was created,' Tse-enah 
Ure-enah (Hershon, Talm. Miscellany , p. 316). For specimens of the 
exaltation of the Torah by the Jews see Weber, Syst. d. altsynag . 
Palast . Theol. 1-60 ; Wildeboer, The Origin of the Old Testament Canon 
(E.T.), pp. 94-98. They called the Law ‘the jewel of jewels;' 
‘Whoever asserts that Moses wrote so much as one verse out of his 
own knowledge is a contemner of the Word of Gk>d,' Sanhedrin, 
f. 99. a. 
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asHis ‘attack’of it? He said , 1 Think not that I am come 
to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I am not come to 
destroy but to fulfil.’ What did He think of their defence 
of it ? After exposing the futility and falsehood of their 
1 traditions of the elders/ He indignantly quoted the de- 
nunciation of Isaiah : 1 In vain do they worship me, teach- 
ing for doctrines the commandments of men.’ Resorting 
—as priests and Pharisees have so constantly done— to 
the syllogism of violence, they crucified the Lord of Glory. 

Similarly they cursed, persecuted, slandered, and tried 
to murder St. Paul, on the plea that he taught men to 
ignore the Divine sanctity of the Levitic ordinances. But 
St. Paul’s answer was that he was commissioned to cut 
away from the Law its alien accretions and its dead or 
perishing rudiments, that he might perpetuate its eternal 
holiness and justice. 1 The Gospel itself/ said the holy and 
learned Neander, ( rests on an immovable rock, while 
human systems of theology are everywhere undergoing a 
purifying process.’ 

I place, then, in the forefront of this book the declara- 
tion of my most solemn reverence and love for the Holy 
Scriptures, and of my heartfelt acceptance of every mes- 
sage of God contained therein. It is because I thus deeply 
reverence the Bible, and because I thus absofr.tely accept 
the Word of God which it contains, that I refuse to be 
guilty of the blasphemy of confusing the words of men 
with the Word of God, or the inferences of ignorant 
teachers with the messages of God. I say with the fervid 
Chillingworth, ‘Take away this presumptuous imposing 
of the senses of men on the Word of God ; of the special 
senses of men on the general words of God, and laying 
them on men’s conscience together, under the equal penalty 
of death and damnation. This deifying our own inter- 
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pretations and tyrannous enforcing them upon others; 
this restraining of the Word of God from that latitude and 
generality, and the understanding of men from that liberty 
wherein Christ and the Apostles left them, is and hath been 
the only fountain of all the schisms in the Church, and 
that which makes them immortal ; the common incendiary 
of Christendom which tears in pieces not the coat but the 
members of Christ, ridente Turca nee dolente Judaeo. Take 
away this persecuting, burning, cursing, damning of men 
for not subscribing to the words of men as the words of 
God ; require of Christians only to believe Christ, and to 
call no man master but Him only / 1 

I desire to base the claims of Scripture on true grounds, 
and not on false prerogatives supported by a specious and 
repellent casuistry. 

In thus doing I follow the initiative of the greatest of 
our English divines ; notably of one of the wisest of them 
all— Richard Hooker. After pointing out that there are 
concerning the sufficiency of Scripture two opinions, each 
extremely opposite to the other, and each repugnant to 
the truth— that of Rome, which teaches Scripture to be 
insufficient without tradition ; and that of the Puritans, 
which held that no act of life and no triviality of Church 
order was lawful without direct Scripture authority— he 
concludes the second book of his ‘ Ecclesiastical Polity* 
with these words : 

‘ Whatsoever is spoken of God, or things appertaining 
to God, otherwise than truth is, though it seem an honour, 
it is an injury. And as incredible praises given unto men 
do often abate and impair the credit of their deserved 
commendation, so we must likewise take great heed, lest, 
in attributing to Scripture more than it can have, the in- 
1 Religion of Protestants, ch. iv. 
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credibility of that do cause even those things which it hath 
most abundantly to be less reverently esteemed.* 1 
The underlying error which has led to so much perni- 
cious misinterpretation of Scripture has been the violation 
of the laws of human language by the extension of general 
phrases to applications which they were never intended 
to include. The necessity of balance and correlation was 
freely recognised by some even of the early Christian 
writers as a principle of ordinary common sense , 2 but no 
one has set it forth more powerfully than S. T. Coleridge 
in his ‘ Confessions of an Enquiring Spirit* : 

1 Add to all these, the strange— in all other writings 
unexampled— practice of bringing together into logical 
dependency detached sentences from books composed at 
the distance of centuries, nay sometimes a millennium 
from each other, under different dispensations, and for 
different objects. Accommodations, incidental allusions 
to popular notions, traditions, apologues— fancies and ana- 
chronisms— these, detached from their context and con- 
trary to the intention of the sacred writers, first raised into 
independent theses, and then brought together to produce 
or sanction some new credendum. ... By this strange 
mosaic, Scripture texts have been worked up into passable 
likenesses of Purgatory, Popery, the Inquisition, and other 
monstrous abuses.* 

1 'The attempt to attach a name of special sanctity to all the 
contents of the Bible ends in the degradation of that name itself.’ 
— Mackennal. 

2 See passages (quoted by Prof. Sanday, Inspiration , pp. 42, 43), 
such as Tert. De exhort, cast. 3. Jerome ( Prol . in PhUem.) quotes a 
remarkable passage of Origen, and (referring to such verses as 
2 Tim. iv. 13; Gal. v. 12; Phil. i. 22, &c.) fully admits the principle 
that ' inspiration ’ admits of many degrees, and cannot be regarded 
as unum tenorem Spiritus Sanctu 
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To me, then, the Scriptures, not in every line and word 
of them, but in their total and final revelation, are and 
ever will be ‘Holy Scriptures/ ‘Sacred Writings/ ‘Sacred 
Books/ ‘the Divine Word/ ‘the Divine Scriptures/ ‘the 
Scriptures of God/ as they were called by Theophilus of 
Antioch, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and Gaius j they 
are still and ever will be Scriptura Divina , Divinum instru- 
mentum,Divina litter atur a, as they were called by Tertullian ; 
Divini f antes , Divina magisterial praecepta Divina , Sancta 
traditio , as Cyprian styled them. 1 They are still and ever 
will be as a whole the Sancta et adorabilia Scripturarum 
verba which they were to Lucius of Thebeste (a.d. 256). 
But because they are and ever will be thus to me, and be- 
cause they themselves have taught me the indefeasible 
majesty of Truth, I should shudder to maintain for them 
the false claims which they never make for themselves as 
a whole, but which have been foisted upon them by igno- 
rance and superstition to the immense diminution of their 
sacred authority, and to the deep injury of the Church and 
of mankind. 2 

1 See the original passages referred to by Prof. San day, Inspira- 
tion, p. 29. 

2 The present Archbishop of Canterbury, in a letter to Archbishop 
Tait, says : 1 What can be a grosser superstition than the cry of literal 
inspiration f But because that has a regular footing it is to be treated 
as a good man’s mistake, while the courage to speak the truth about 
the first chapter of the Book of Genesis is a wanton piece of wicked- 
ness’ ( Life of Archbishop Tait, i. 292). 
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THE BIBLE IS NOT ONE HOMOGENEOUS BOOK, BUT 
A GRADUALLY COLLECTED CANON. 

1 Primam esse historic legem ne quid falsi dicere audeat ; deinde 
ne quid veri non audeat.’— Cio. De Nat, iii. 15. 

'God’s orthodoxy is truth.’— K ingsley. 

Throughout these chapters I would ask the reader to bear 
in mind what is the belief of all Christians respecting the 
Bible. There is not a Church, nor a branch of the Church, 
which does not reverence Holy Scripture. All Churches 
admit that therein God reveals Himself to man ; that, as 
a whole, the Bible stands unapproachable in human litera- 
ture ; that its final truths have a unique claim upon our 
acceptance; that in it alone is revealed the doctrine of 
man’s salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord. There 
are also many Christians who hold that every word of it 
Ms supernaturally dictated and infallibly true. That opinion 
is untenable. It has not been held always, nor everywhere, 
nor by all ; there is not the least merit involved in its ac- 
ceptance; it is not helpful to the religious life of the 
individual or of nations; it has, on the contrary, been 
prolific of terrible disasters. The acceptance of it may be 
due, not to faith, but to a faithless materialism and a petri- 
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